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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Helen Williamson

And so, another summer has come and 
gone. I hope that you had the opportunity 
to relax and enjoy some of our great 
summer weather. Now it is time to resume 
our regular fall routine. For our Kettle 
Karvers Klub, this will also mean upcoming 
elections and the changing of the guard in 
several positions within our club. It is 
important that we all step up and contribute
to the club if it is going to continue to live 
long and prosper!

We need to elect:
• a new President. (I have put together a 
handbook with helpful information, tips, 
and timelines to make the job easier and will
be available to provide support upon 
request.)

We also need to fill other positions critical to
our club:
• Show Chair-in-Training (Neil will be 
moving from the area after this year, but is 
willing to fill this position for 2016 and 
mentor his replacement. He has also 
created a handbook for the position.)
• Show Committee Member in Charge of 
Judging (Phil has done this for several years 
and would be willing to mentor his 
replacement.)
• Picnic Organizer (Maureen is avail-able to 
mentor the new person and is still willing to 
take care of reserving the park and picking 
up the key. There is still a great group of 
experienced volunteers again willing to 
assist.)

Debunking reasons NOT to be involved:
Excuse:  I haven’t been in the club long 
enough. Some of us began volunteering 
shortly after joining. For instance, I was in 
the club one month before joining the 
Saturday carve committee and only two 
years before becoming president.

Excuse: I am too busy. We all have busy 
lives, but if we want the club to thrive, we 
need to have leaders in key positions. Other 
suggestions: ask for help, delegate, involve a
committee, and/or determine the most 
important tasks and focus on those.

Excuse: I already did that job. That 
probably means that, with your experience, 
it will be easier the second time around. Or, 
select a different position that you haven’t 
done before. All are important!

Excuse: I don’t have leadership skills. There 
are many of us who are very willing to help 
and support you in whatever position you 
select. Ours is a friendly and forgiving group.
We don’t expect perfection! It is also an 
opportunity for you to challenge yourself to 
develop new skills.

Please give thoughtful consideration to your
possible contribution to any of these 
positions. If you have any questions or are 
willing to step up, please contact me, the 
person currently holding the position, or 
a nominating committee member. 

Happy Carving! 

JUNE MEETING MINUTES 
by Judy Larson

Helen Williamson called the meeting to 
order at 6:30 pm on June 3 and welcomed 
members and guests. She reminded us to 
sign in at Generations  because this brings in 
needed funds for them. If you still need a 
key tag, please contact Helen.

Don Welti’s wife donated many tools, wood, 
and other items to the club and they were 
available free to members. 

Treasurer’s Report. Dianna Witt reported 
deposits totaling $78.00 and expenses 
totaling $189.35.

Sunshine Report. Mary Nowacki sent no 
cards. She mentioned the Rural Arts Road 
Trip in October. See her if you wish more 
information on this trip.

Library Report. Lori Jarosh received the 
latest issues of Chip Chats.

Saturday Carve. The project for June was 
carving a patriotic egg. No carves scheduled 
for July or August.

Club Shirts. The logo issue was resolved by 
Custom Craft & Trophy by offering an 
embroidered logo on a replacement shirt. 
You may also get our logo embroidered on 
your own shirt for $15. Contact Betty Wilson 
if you have any questions.

Summer Meetings. No meeting is scheduled 
for July and the August meeting will be held 
in conjunction with the picnic at Plymouth 
Park on August 5. You needed to be signed 
up for the picnic before July 20.

Rocky Knoll Sign. Bob Lawrence carved the 
letters for the Cobble-stone Store sign. Mary
Nowacki painted the sign, and Ron Feld also 
worked on this project. Don Lorier found and
provided the wood. Al Herwig gave moral 
support.

Library Cart. We can only replace the cart if 
it takes no more square footage in the room 
where we keep the existing cart. We cannot 
add an additional cart. A suggestion was 
made to put some of our items in the display
cabinets located in our meeting room.

Donations. It was suggested that each time 
we donate carvings to non-profit organi-
zations that Kettle Karvers Klub be either 
carved or woodburned on the item. Al 
Herwig made a motion to include our club 
name and Gary Emmerich seconded. Club 
members agreed with their vote that this 
was a good idea.



Steve Brown Class. Contact Pam Moir 
565-4177 if you are interested and have not 
signed up for one of Steve’s classes 
scheduled for August 10 & 11 or August 
12 & 13. Cost is $125 plus cost of roughout. 
There are still a few openings.

Bus to Stevens Point Show. Betty Wilson 
was unable to get a bus since it was booked 
for that weekend. The cost was also 
prohibitive so we will probably not use them
in the future.

Show & Tell. Nine members brought items 
to display and share their stories with their 
fellow members. The winner of the raffle 
was Mark Eggebeen who won the book Tom
Wolfe Carves Woodspirits and Walking Sticks.

Be sure to check out the Chip Chats article 
written by Sy Regan entitled You Carve, 
You’re Blind, You’re Nuts.

Raffle. Raffle tickets are sold before 
and during the meeting by Maureen 
Bruegger. The big winner for both of the 
June raffle  items was Jim Rooker. Items 
raffled were a cypress knee and a diamond 
willow stick. Try your luck at the next 
meeting.

The meeting was adjourned by Helen, and 
Bill Wright demonstrated spray painting. 

AUGUST MEETING MINUTES 
by Judy Larson

The Kettle Karvers Klub picnic was held at 
the park on August 5 starting at 6 pm. We 
enjoyed a great meal of burgers, brats, 
potatoes, beans, salads, and dessert. Thank 
you to Maureen and the committee (Mary 
Nowacki, Alice Prahl, Dianna Witt) for 
organizing this event and serving the food. 

A mini meeting was called to order by Helen
Williamson at 7:06 pm. She thanked the 
committee and mentioned that Maureen 
will be handing over the reigns and asked

for a volunteer to take over for next summer‘s 
picnic. A new member, Alan Pape, was 
introduced. Helen also welcomed all guests.

Friendship Canes. The cane donated to Camp 
Y-Koda is being displayed there and will be 
raffled in fall. Camp-to-Belong has decided not
to raffle the cane we donated. They will use it 
during their camp ritual. Each camper will hold 
it when speaking.

Blocks have been turned in and the friendship 
cane for Habitat for Humanity is ready to be 
assembled. Sandy Doebert completed the top 
started by Bob Yancey, and Phil Schils will 
carve the bottom. 

Phil also mentioned there are sufficient blocks 
to complete another cane for our show in April.
Richard Young volunteered to complete the 
top and bottom for that cane.

Embroidered Logo. Betty Wilson showed an 
example of the new logo. You may either 
purchase a shirt with the logo embroidered on 
it or purchase the logo embroidered on your 
own shirt.

Birthdays. We all congratulated Al Herwig who
turned 89 on August 9. Also celebrating August
birthdays were Frank Lohr and Barb Feldmann.

Don Welti Roughouts. If you were lucky 
enough to get one of Don’s items at the June 
meeting, some instruction sheets were left. 
Please check those out at the next meeting.

Cottonwood Bark. Mary Nowacki was giving 
away pieces of cottonwood bark.

Steve Brown Class. Some members previously
signed up for one of Steve’s classes scheduled 
for August 10 & 11 or August 12 & 13 had to 
bow out so Pam mentioned space was 
available in both of these classes. 

Election of Officers. The nominating 
committee will be announced at the next 
meeting. If you have interest in leading the 
club, please step forward.

Raffle. Larry and Monica Lienau sold raffle 
tickets. The club and two members split the 
receipts. Winners were John Schumann and 
Gary Emmerich.

The meeting was adjourned. 

BROWN ROUGHOUTS by Pam Moir

Steve Brown, CCA member, will be at the 
Stevens Point show this year (September) as 
will all the CCA members for their annual 
meeting. He will be bringing his roughouts 
and those of Phil & Vicki Bishop. The 
roughouts will be for sale at the show. 

SAD NEWS. Two members passed away 
during August. Our good friend and featured 
carver at our show this year, Bob Yancey, 
went to be with his wife on August 9. A long-
time member Lena Detloff passed away on 
August 6. 

NEW MEMBER

Alan Pape
P.O. Box 31
Greenbush, WI 53026
920-889-1529
malan65@aol.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

September 12, 2015: Rock River Valley 
Carvers of Wisconsin Show & Sale, Rock 
County Fairgrounds, Craig Center, 1301 
Craig Ave, Janesville, WI; 10 am-4 pm.

September 19-20, 2015: Wisconsin River 
Woodcarvers 15th Annual Woodcarving 
Show, Competition & Sale, The Holiday Inn, 
1001 Amber Ave, Stevens Point, WI; Saturday
9 am-5 pm and Sunday 9 am-4 pm. For more
information about the show/seminars, go to 
www.wisconsinriverwoodcarvers.org.

October 25, 2014: Capital Area Carvers of 
Wisconsin Show & Sale, Abundant Life 
Christian School, 4901 East Buckeye Road, 
Madison, WI; 9 am-4 pm; www.capitalarea 
carversofwisconsin.org.


