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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
by Helen Williamson

Last month I mentioned several club 
positions that will be vacated at the end of 
our club year in January. The great news is 
that some of our members stepped up to fill 
some of these positions. A huge THANKS 
to Ron Feld for accepting the position of 
Show Chair and Rosemary Mohnsam as our 
Picnic Organizer. We are grateful to both of 
you! 

As Ron moves into his new position, he will 
be stepping down as a member of the 
Board. (Thanks for your year of service, 
Ron!)  Therefore, we will be electing a new 
member of the Board (3-year term) in 
addition to a President. If you are interested 
in either of these positions, please see me or
a member of the nominating committee 
(Darrell Abston, Sandy Doebert, and Neil 
Lorenz). We would also still like to find a 
volunteer to organize the judging at our 
spring show. Remember, it takes a village to 
run a club!

In September, we had a sizable group of 
members attend the Wisconsin River 
Carvers of Wisconsin annual show in 
Stevens Point. Also in attendance were 
members of the Caricature Carvers of 
America. I personally found it well worth 
the trip, from the demonstrations and 
displays to the opportunity to speak with 
talented craftspeople and enjoy the 
camaraderie with our own club members 
(as well as winning a raffle prize!). If you 
have not ever attended another club’s 
show, I highly recommend it!

From time to time we get a call or email 
from someone wanting to learn how to 
carve. Pam and Darrell offer a class 
periodically through the Plymouth 
Recreation Department. Attendees at the 
Tuesday night open carve don’t mind 
periodically helping someone, but this is 
not a time for private carving lessons. 

(Our carvers are there because they want to 
carve  their own projects!)  If you would be 
interested in helping a beginner learn the 
basics of carving in a one-on-one setting, 
please let Judy Larson or me know, and we 
will direct interested learners your way.

Happy fall!  Happy carving! 

SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES 
by Judy Larson

Helen Williamson called the meeting to 
order at 6:34 pm on September 2 and 
welcomed members and guests. Visiting our
meeting was Jim Wilsing who was our 
demonstrator for the evening. Also in 
attendance were Deb Hoopman and John 
Hoopman. Helen also mentioned once again
using our key card or signing in whenever 
visiting Generations.

Treasurer’s Report. Dianna Witt reported 
deposits totaling $81.00 for June, July, and 
August. Expenses totaled $686.45 for the 
same period.

Dianna also mentioned that Frank Lohr was 
featured in an article in the August 26 issue 
of the Shoreline Chronicle. Bob Newton 
constructed the new tables at Bookworm 
Gardens. Dianna intends to file our annual 
report online and pay the fee with her credit 
card. She asked if membership agreed that 
she would then reimburse herself with club 
funds. Steve Brown made a donation to the 
club (video and study stick) when he was in 
town for classes.

Sunshine Report. Mary Nowacki sent a card 
to Bill Detloff, Chuck Wilke, Joe Fink, and 
Bob Yancey's family.

Library Report. Lori Jarosh received the 
latest issues of Chip Chats, Wildfowl Carving, 
Woodcarving England, and Woodcarving 
Illustrated. [Note: The July-August, 2015, 
issue of Chip Chats has the article featuring 
our April show.]

Saturday Carve. The project for September 
is carving a hedgehog. Darrell Abston will 
lead the carve.

Habitat for Humanity Cane. Phil Schils and 
Sandy Doebert will complete the top and 
bottom. Phil has enough blocks to complete 
the cane.

Display Cabinets. Thank you Richard Young 
for displaying your work during the summer 
months. Maureen Bruegger, Alice Prahl, and 
Dianna Witt are displaying their items during
September. Neil Lorenz's items will be on 
display during October.

Club Shirts. Shirts were available for pick up 
and pay.

Wisconsin River Woodcarvers Show. Helen 
mentioned that the show is the weekend of 
September 19 and 20 and that CCA 
members would be attending the show. That
club will have numerous demonstrations 
during the two-day event held in Stevens 
Point.

Friendship Cane. There are enough chip 
carved blocks to do an entire cane for our 
April show. Richard Young volunteered to 
chip carve the top and bottom.

Classes at Lakeland College. Pam Moir 
brought up that Lakeland has very 
generously allowed us to use their facility to 
hold woodcarving classes. She suggested 
that we make a donation to a future 
fundraiser for the college to show our 
appreciation for them not only providing the
space, but also bringing food and drinks. 
Bob Lawrence made a motion to buy wood 
for making a friendship cane as the project. 
Frank Lohr seconded and the membership 
agreed.

Carving Classes. Leah Goddard and Chris 
Howard contacted the club regarding their 
holding classes for our members. Helen 
asked if anyone was interested.



Kettle Karver of the Year. Ballots will be 
passed out at the December meeting for 
members to vote for another club member. 
This is our newly created award that 
replaces Most Improved Carver.

Wood. Don Lorier brings wood to most 
meetings for us to purchase. If you need a 
special size, contact Don, and he can order 
it for you.

Future Demonstrations. Larry Lienau asked
for ideas for future demos. Please give your 
suggestions to him.

Election of Officers. Darrell Abston, Sandy 
Doebert, and Neil Lorenz comprise the 
committee to find members to fill open 
positions.

Show & Tell. Members brought items to 
display and share their stories with their 
fellow members. Bob Lawrence brought 
two walking sticks. He creates sticks with 
woodspirits for the Terry Andre gift shop.

Louis Milsted showed two items; one of 
rosemaling and the other chipped carved. 
Rosemary Mohnsam carved an owl that was
started by Don Welti and mounted it onto 
one of the first paintings she completed.

Virginia Temme competed three bark 
carvings. Barb Feldmann showed the loon. 
Neil Lorenz completed a dogwood blossom;
also one of Don Welti's projects. He also 
showed his caricature of a football player.

Lin VanKoevering took Steve Brown's class 
and carved a horse and cow for her son's 
50th birthday. She also showed two bears 
recently carved.

Sy Regan brought a tramp art frame. He also 
spoke about the measuring device he uses 
because of his sight impairment. Darrell 
Abston showed the hedgehog that will be the 
Saturday carve project. Ron Feld brought the 
two cottonwood bark face carvings he created 
in Chris Howard's class.

The winner of the show & tell raffle was 
Virginia Temme. She took home Tom Wolfe 
Carves Woodspirits, paint, and a jumbo 
aluminum hook.

Raffle. Raffle tickets are sold before 
and during the meeting by Maureen Bruegger. 
The winner of the carving apron was Lynn 
Peters. The winner of the magnifier was Neil 
Lorenz.

The meeting was adjourned by Helen, and Jim 
Wilsing was the demonstrator. He described 
his method of making flutes and performed for
us. Thank you, Larry, for arranging this very 
entertaining demo. 

CARVING OPPORTUNITIES

Tuesday Night Carving — held year-round from
6-9 pm at Plymouth High School, Room C111. 
All members/visitors are welcome. Cost is $1.

Monday Morning Carving — held every 
Monday from 9 am-noon at the Senior Activity 
Center, 428 Wisconsin Ave., Sheboygan. Check
the complete center schedule at Sheboygan 
seniorcenter.com. Free for Friends members 
and $1 for guests of members.

Saturday Carve — held once/month from 
September to June on the Saturday after the 
monthly meeting in the Craft Room at 
Generations, use the east door, 9 am-noon.

QUOTE FOR THE MONTH
by Norman Vincent Peale

Believe in yourself. Have faith in your 
abilities. Without a humble but reasonable 
confidence in your own powers, you cannot 
be successful or happy. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

October 25, 2014: Capital Area Carvers of 
Wisconsin Show & Sale, Abundant Life 
Christian School, 4901 East Buckeye Road, 
Madison, WI; 9 am-4 pm; www.capitalarea 
carversofwisconsin.org. 

NOTE: If you are interested in reserving a 
table at the show, it is not too late. You can
get a special price if you call Bob Tomlinson
at 608-635-4552.

April 16, 2016: Kettle Karvers Klub Artistry in 
Wood, Woodcarving and Wood Sculpture 
Show, Lakers Ice Center, 1202 South Wild-
wood Avenue, Sheboygan, WI; 10 am-4 pm

NOTE FROM YOUR EDITOR by Judy Larson

An expanded version of the newsletter can 
be found online at kettlekarvers.org by 
clicking the Current Newsletter tab. 
Newsletters from other clubs that are sent
to me are available for viewing at meetings; 
they are located at the Show & Tell table. 
This is your newsletter so feel free to submit 
articles for publication to inform or educate 
your fellow members. Contact me by email 
kettlekarvers.editor@gmail.com with 
articles or photos to be included either in the
newsletter or our website. Address mail to 
1121 Bluebird Road, Howards Grove, WI 
53083. 

Type of Wood Grain Ease of Carving Characteristics

Basswood Fine, medium Easy Cream colored, easy to carve, excellent for whittling and painted sculpture.

Butternut Coarse Easy Light brown, distinct grain pattern, good for natural-finished sculpture, soft, dents easily.

Cherry Fine Very hard Reddish brown, wavy grain can be difficult to carve, excellent for natural-finish sculpture.

Mahogany Medium Medium Dark reddish brown, excellent choice for natural finish sculpture.

Sugar Maple Fine Very hard Creamy, very hard, difficult to carve, finishes well.

White Oak Medium, coarse Very hard Light yellowish brown, very hard when kiln dried, difficult to carve, finishes well.

Sugar Pine Medium Easy Aromatic, cream colored, soft, good for whittling, prominent growth rings may be difficult to cut through.

Walnut Medium Hard Dark brown, excellent for natural finish sculpture, finishes well.


