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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

by Helen Williamson 

 

Recently I was listening to the radio  

in my car when the Whitney Houston 

song “The Greatest Love of All” came 

on. This is the song, you might remem-

ber, that begins, “I believe that 

children are our future…” As a retired 

educator, this song means a great 

deal to me and reinforces our obliga-

tion to take care of the children in  

our midst. 

 

At our February meeting, our member-

ship confirmed the Board recommen-

dation to select three non-profit 

organizations for us to support with the 

donation of a friendship cane for 

each group. I think it is significant that 

each of these projects, by its nature, 

will have a positive impact on the lives 

of children. 

 

The Camp Y-Koda Outdoor Skills and 

Education program is a branch of the 

Sheboygan County YMCA and serves 

over 1500 children each year during 

its 11-week season. Their mission is “to 

promote responsible stewardship of 

the environment and enhance parti-

cipant quality of life by offering hands 

on educational opportunities.” They 

will have a raffle for the cane, the 

proceeds of which will go toward their 

annual campaign, supporting their 

mission and providing funding as 

needed for scholarships to make 

programs more affordable. Several 

members of the club produced a 

friendship cane for this group a few 

years ago. 

 

Camp To Belong-Wisconsin, Inc. is  

the project of Kate and Rob Bauer 

(Jerry Bauer’s son) whose purpose is  

to connect and reunite siblings 

involved with the child welfare system, 

regardless of their particular living 

arrangements (i.e. biological homes, 

kinship providers, foster homes,  

adoptive homes, living indepen-

dently). Their mission is “for separated 

siblings to build and maintain connec-

tions through a variety of programs.”  

The main program is a week-long 

summer camp, to be held at Camp 

Anokijig. At any given time, there are 

7,000 children in foster care in 

Wisconsin. Monthly visitations, if 

offered, usually last only 1-2 hours a 

month. The cane will be used for 

either a raffle or online silent auction. 
 

Habitat for Humanity Lakeside may be 

the most familiar organization for all of 

us. Their mission/vision is “a world 

where everyone has a decent place 

to live.”  Our cane will be a part of 

their annual gala fundraising dinner in 

a silent or live auction.  

 

The canes for the two camp organi-

zations will be needed by the May 

meeting. The Habitat cane can be 

assembled in early fall. More infor-

mation and cane blocks will be 

available at our March meeting, as 

well as at the Tuesday night open 

carves. Thank you in advance for your 

support of these worthy organizations. 
 

Happy Carving! � 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES by Judy Larson 

 

Helen Williamson called the meeting 

to order at 6:30 pm on February 4 at 

Generations. Three visitors attended 

the meeting: Chuck Curtis, Dave 

Rowlands, and Cal Wynveen. Helen 

asked the visitors to sign in and 

reminded members that if they do not 

have a card, they need to sign in as a 

guest when attending meetings. 

 

Sunshine Report. Mary Nowacki sent  

a get well card to Bill Wright. She also 

passed around a get well card for Sy 

Regan for all of us to sign. A card was 

also sent to the Ninedorf family. 

Treasurer’s Report. Dianna Witt 

reported a deposit of $470 and 

expenses of $741. The banquet was 

attended by 44 members and guests.  

 

Display Case. We will now be able to 

use both the display cases in our 

meeting room at Generations so a 

minimum of two members’ carvings 

are required each month. Sign up to 

display your carvings in the locked 

cases. 

 

Steve Brown Carving Class. Steve 

Brown has agreed to come back to 

Sheboygan County after his week- 

end at Carv-Fest in Fairibault, MN.  

Two 2-day classes will be at Lakeland 

College. The first is Monday, August 10 

and Tuesday, August 11 and the 

second class is Wednesday, August 12 

and Thursday, August 13. The cost of 

the class is $125 plus roughouts. If you 

did not sign up already, please 

contact Pam Moir. 

 

Cancer Care Group Carving. Pam 

Moir reported that 20 people were 

signed up to participate in the 

Sheboygan County Cancer Survivor 

group carving evening on Tuesday, 

March 10. The event is held in the 

building on Taylor Drive between the 

Marsho Clinic and the west entrance 

of St. Nicholas Hospital.  

 

Friendship Canes. Blocks were left over 

from last year, and Helen asked for a 

volunteer to assemble a cane. The top 

was carved by Gene Ninedorf and 

the bottom by Richard Young. Phil 

Schils volunteered to assemble that 

cane and the canes for the three 

organizations chosen to receive our 

donations this year. 

 

Club Shirts. Betty Wilson has found a 

supplier for shirts with our logo screen 

printed on the front. She took orders  

at the meeting. The shirts will be 

delivered before our April show. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Artistry in Wood. Neil Lorenz gave the 

update. The sheets to sign up for 

volunteer opportunities were avail-

able. He needs members to volunteer 

to demonstrate during the show. Also 

needed are raffle items. 

 

Flyers will be available at the next 

meeting so we can advertise our new 

location. Kathy Murray from Plymouth 

Community Education suggested we 

advertise the show on Channel 14; 

she can help with that. Mini flyers and 

posters will be available to be distri-

buted at the Northeastern Wisconsin 

Woodworkers Guild Show in Green 

Bay. It was also suggested that we 

advertise the show on Craigs List. 

 

Bob Lawrence reported that 19 tables 

were already booked. Bob asked that 

all members consider having a table 

this year since there is plenty of 

space, and we want a good portion 

of the building space to be used.  

 

Bylaws. The membership voted to 

allow the President and Vice President 

to hold office for four consecutive 

years. The bylaws will be updated to 

reflect this change. 

 

Audits. A financial audit will be 

completed by Bob Lawrence, Alice 

Prahl, and Lin VanKoevering. The 

library audit will be completed by  

Neil Lorenz and Willie VanSluys. 

 

Community Service. Helen outlined 

the requests of three nonprofits that 

asked for an item to raffle. They were  

Camp Y-Koda Outdoor Skills and Edu-

cation, Camp To BelongWisconsin, 

Inc., and Habitat for Humanity Lake-

side [information in Helen’s message 

above]. Membership was asked if 

they would be interested in making 

blocks for friendship canes for these 

three organizations. Motion made by 

Larry Lienau and seconded by Phil 

Schils and membership agreed. 

 

Scandinavian Flat Plane Carving 

Class. Helen will email details to those 

signed up for Dave Kublank’s class at 

Lakeland College March 13-15.  

 

Raffle. Saw was won by Francis Larson 

and gouge went to Denise Kautzer. 

Show & Tell. A large assortment of 

projects were brought by 17 members 

for Show & Tell. Betty Wilson had an 

example of the leprechaun carving 

project for the February 7 Saturday 

carve. Winner of the Xacto knife was 

Neil Lorenz. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm. 

Darrell Abston demonstrated sharpening 

and stropping. � 
 

MEMORIAL TO GENE NINEDORF 

by Phil Schils 

 

I consider myself a very lucky  individual 

to have known and carved with Eugene 

for the last decade or so. I carved with 

him both on Saturday morning carves 

and the classes he took at Fox Valley 

Technical College in Chilton. He was 

very willing to share his techniques and 

style with anyone that wanted to know 

how he did a certain carving step. I was 

always impressed with his willingness to 

volunteer for any task or project the 

club put before him. He and his wife 

Bernice spent countless hours carving. I 

got to work with Gene at his home on a 

club project. I was just amazed at the 

many carvings they have made. I also 

got to see one of his vintage cars that 

he had restored. The car showed his 

limitless skill and craftsmanship. 

 

It was always fun to see what hand 

carved slide he had on his bolo tie. He 

must have had 100 of them. I always 

liked the one of a desert dried cow skull. 

He was proud of his family, carving, 

cars, and his navy career. He will be 

missed. � 

 
MARCH SATURDAY CARVE  

by Betty Wilson 

 

The March 7 carving project will be 

ducks made out of golf clubs. The carve 

is held in the Craft Room at Generations 

in Plymouth from 9 am to noon. � 

 
MARCH DEMONSTRATION  

by Larry Lienau 

 

I have arranged for Sandra Forrest to 

present the demonstration after the 

March 4 meeting. She will be there to 

demonstrate her "Gourds from the 

Glen." � 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 

by Marian Wright-Edelman 
 

We must not, in trying to think about 

how we can make a big difference, 

ignore the small daily differences we 

can make which, over time, add up to 

big differences that we often cannot 

foresee. � 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

March 14 & 15, 2014: Northeastern 

Wisconsin Woodworkers Guild Annual 

Show, Sale & Raffle, Southwest High 

School, 1331 Packerland Drive, Green 

Bay, WI; 9:30 am-5:00 pm. 

 

April 18, 2015: Kettle Karvers Klub 

Artistry in Wood, NEW LOCATION, 

Lakers Ice Center (formerly Blue Line), 

1202 South Wildwood Avenue, 

Sheboygan, WI; 10 am-4 pm. 

 

April 26, 2015: Mid-Wisconsin Chippers 

Artistry in Wood Woodcarving Show & 

Competition, Crystal Falls Banquet 

Facility, 1500 Handschke Dr., New 

London, WI; 9 am-4 pm. 

 

May 8 & 9, 2015: Fox Chapel Open 

House & Woodworking Show, Rough 

and Tumble, 4977 Lincoln Hwy E, 

Kinzers, PA; 9 am-5 pm. 

 

September 19-20, 2015: Wisconsin 

River Woodcarvers 15th Annual 

Woodcarving Show, Competition & 

Sale, The Holiday Inn, 1001 Amber Ave. 

Stevens Point, WI; Saturday 9 am-5 pm 

and Sunday 9 am-4 pm.  Prior to the 
show, two seminars will be held by 

Caricature Carvers of America. For 

information and registration forms, go 

to www.wisconsinriverwoodcarvers. 

org.  � 

 

NOTE FROM YOUR EDITOR  

by Judy Larson 

 

This is your newsletter so feel free to 

submit articles for publication to inform 

or educate your fellow members. 

Address mail to 1121 Bluebird Road, 

Howards Grove, WI 53083. Contact me 

by email kettlekarvers.editor@gmail. 

com with articles or photos to be 

included either in the newsletter or our 

website. � 


