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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Helen Williamson 
 
One chapter has ended and another 
has begun.   
 
On April 12, 2014, our Kettle Karvers 
Klub’s Artistry in Wood show ended 
its two decade plus run at the 
Sheboygan Falls Municipal Building.  
This year continued our tradition of 
very successful shows. Attendance 
was good, despite the mid-day 
downpours. All elements of the show 
seemed to run smoothly. (If they 
didn’t, it was a well-kept secret!)  
From my perspective, a good time 
was had by all. 
 
We owe a huge “thank you” to all 
who helped make this year’s show a 
success. First and foremost, congrat-
ulations to our “Big Four” Neil 
Lorenz, Bob Lawrence, Phil Schils, 
and Willard VanSluys. Without their 
year-round efforts and careful 
planning, things would not run as 
smoothly as we have all come to 
expect they will. Thanks to all of the 
club members who helped in a 
myriad of capacities from setup and 
take down and donating raffle items 
to selling raffle tickets, manning the 
admission and club tables, assisting 
with judging, running the youth 
carve, baking bars, and other duties, 
as needed. There are too many to try 
to mention here, but you all know 
who you are.  
 
Thanks to Richard Young for again 
providing a demonstration and Larry 
Lienau for sharing his work as 
featured carver. It was a grand 
finale for this facility. 
 
And what is in store for next year?  
Our contract with the Sheboygan 
Blue Line Association for use of the 
Sheboygan Lakers Ice Center 
(formerly the Blue Line Ice Center)  

has been confirmed. We will be in a 
facility with significantly more square 
footage, better parking, and a 
separate room for the youth carve 
and demonstrations. The committee 
has done an excellent job of loca-
ting and securing this facility for us. 
We are looking forward to continuing 
our tradition of successful shows in 
this new location!   
 
Mark your calendar for April 18, 2015! 
 
Happy Carving!  
 
MEETING MINUTES by Judy Larson 
 
Helen Williamson called the meeting 
to order at 6:33 pm on April 2. Liza 
Korry came as a guest of Pam Moir.  
 
Andrea Avery of the John Michael 
Kohler Arts Center came to talk to 
our group about participating in the 
Woodcarvers Broom Handle Project 
for later this year. 
 
Sunshine Report. Mary Nowacki sent 
a birthday card to Betty Welsch who 
turned 90, signed by all members of 
the club. She also sent a thank you 
note to Richard Christianson.  
 
Treasurer’s Report. Dianna Witt 
reported income of $287.00 and 
expenses of $441.07 (includes 
insurance payment). 
 
Library Report. Lori Jarosh reported 
the receipt of four magazines; the 
latest issue of Wildfowl Carving, Chip 
Chats, Carving, and Woodcarving 
England.  
 
Generations. We have come to an 
agreement with Generations to pay 
a fee of $300 for all meetings and 
Saturday carves for the entire year. 
 
Saturday Carve. The April 5th carve is 
a sheep, using golf tees for legs.  

Artistry in Wood Annual Show. Neil 
Lorenz gave a report on our April 12th  
show. A few tables are still available. 
Greg Wirtz’ demonstration is relief 
carving setup techniques and tips. 
Richard Young will show us how to 
carve a nose. 
 
Neil encouraged members to take 
the remaining flyers and get them 
posted everywhere. Raffle items are 
still needed. A few spots remain for 
volunteers workers. Remember the 
kids’ carve from 10:30 am-12:30 pm.  
 
Keyed Cabinet. The display case is 
keyed so you are encouraged to 
display your carvings in the cabinet 
for one month or longer. We will have 
the key at each meeting for full 
access to this cabinet. 
 
Unity Music Festival. Don Lorier was 
given four tickets to the event to 
distribute to members contributing a 
block to the cane. Members lucky 
enough to receive a ticket were 
Francis Larson, Judy Larson, Neil 
Lorenz, and Don Lorier. 
 
Show & Tell. Joann Luke brought her 
little library. [Bob Yancey also turned 
in a little library at the Saturday 
carve.] Dianna Witt (the birthday girl) 
brought a moose, a cane block, and 
a wolf carved at the Chilton class. 
Phil Schils and Rosemary Mohnsam 
each also showed their wolf.  
 
Don Lorier completed the display 
stand for the Unity Cane and also 
two mushrooms that will be part of 
the Unity silent auction. Al Herwig 
again delighted us with his carvings. 
Sy Regan completed a tramp art 
cigar box recently and a saw cane.  
 
Gene Mathes scroll sawed three 
puzzle boxes from butternut and 
cherry. Bill Buelter used cherry burl to 
complete a cross and ring.  

 Next Meeting, May 7, 2014, 6:30 pm, Generations, Highland & Douglas, Plymouth WI 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bob Newton used a different tech-
nique to complete a bowl. Ron  
Feld showed the sheep he carved 
that will be the project for the 
Saturday carve. Ron also chip 
carved an egg and carved a 
holiday cane block. 
 
Francis Larson completed five com-
fort crosses. Neil Lorenz carved a 
beaver. Larry Lienau showed his wolf. 
Darrell Abston completed another 
cane block. The show & tell raffle 
winner was Neil Lorenz. 
 
Raffle. The scissors and tape went to 
Darrell Abston. The cypress knee 
winner was Jim Roeder. 
 
The meeting was adjourned and Bob 
Seidl thoroughly delighted members 
with his display of hand made 
musical instruments. He also enter-
tained us by playing his instruments 
and singing for us.  
 
WOODCARVERS BROOM HANDLE 
PROJECT by Judy Larson 
 
Andrea Avery approached our club 
about being a part of an exhibition 
at the John Michael Kohler Arts 
Center for later this year. She is 
encouraging members to take a 
piece of the 1¾ inch basswood and 
complete a piece of the “broom 
handle” that will be connected in a 
linked form. This is a non-functional 
broom handle intended to be a 
symbol of accumulated knowledge 
and skill to remind the community of 
our lifelong experience and ability. 
 
The project is meant to describe the 
carver’s experience, not only as a 
unique person, but also to describe 
their labor history within the area 
community. When questioned, 
Andrea agreed that this “broom 
handle” would be returned to our 
club after the exhibition. 
 
This might be a very good oppor-
tunity for our club to complete a 
very unique carved object that 
could be raffled at our next Artistry in 
Wood. Pick up your chunk of wood 
at the next meeting and tell your 
story with your carving.  

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY EVENT 
by Joann Luke 
 
I recently finished a little free library 
for the Plymouth Women's club. For 
their one hundredth anniversary, they 
have asked 30+ artists and groups to 
paint little free libraries that will be 
placed in public spaces in the City 
of Plymouth. The concept of little 
free libraries is easy; you take a book 
and you leave a book. You can learn 
more at http://littlefreelibrary.org.  
 
There are two events for the little free 
libraries: 
 
1. The public Community Little Free 
Library celebration will be in the 
cafeteria at Plymouth High School 
from 1-3 pm on Saturday, May 10th.  
This free event features speakers, 
including Rick Brooks of Little Free 
Library, a storyteller, crafts and 
games for kids, food, drink, and 
raffles. You will also have a chance 
to vote for first, second, and third 
place people's choice awards for 
the painted little free libraries. 
 
2. In the evening of May 10, there will 
be a  fundraising dinner at Amore' 
Banquet Hall from 5-8 pm. This will be 
a family style dinner; all you can eat. 
Plated salad w/dressing, served 
family style: herb-baked chicken, 
bacon-wrapped pork tenderloin, 
herb-roasted red potatoes, Island 
blend vegetables, Italian pasta 
salad, rolls and butter, coffee, milk, 
water, and dessert. $40.00 per 
person. Rick Brooks will speak and 
there will be entertainment, a silent 
auction, and awards. 
 
I would love to see you at one of the 
events on May 10th.   

 
THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
Author Unknown 
 
Difficulties are opportunities to better 
things; they are stepping stones to 
greater experience. Perhaps some-
day you will be thankful for some 
temporary failure in a particular 
direction. When one door closes, 
another always opens. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

June 8-15, 2014: International Wood-
carvers Congress, Jackson Co. Fair-
grounds, 1212 E Quarry Street,  
Maquoketa, IA; www.awcltd.org 
 
June 21-22, 2014: Lloyd Thrune Wood-
carving Show, Norskedalen Nature & 
Heritage Center, Coon Valley, WI; 
call 608-582-4353 for information. 
 
July 26, 2014: Richfield Art at the Mill, 
Richfield Historical Park, Hwy. 164, 
Richfield, WI; WI; 10 am-4 pm.  
 
CARVING OPPORTUNITIES  
 
Tuesday Night Carving — held year-
round from 6-9 pm at Plymouth High 
School, Room C111. All members 
and visitors are welcome. Cost is 
$1.00.  
 
Monday Morning Carving — held 
every Monday from 9 am-noon at 
the Senior Activity Center, 428 
Wisconsin Ave., Sheboygan. Check 
the complete center schedule at 
Sheboyganseniorcenter.com. Free 
for Friends members and $1.00 for 
guests of members.  
 
Saturday Carve — held once/ month 
from September to June on the 
Saturday after the monthly meeting 
in the Craft Room at Generations, 
use the east door, 9-noon. 
 
NOTE FROM YOUR EDITOR  
by Judy Larson 
 

An expanded version of the news-
letter can be found online at kettle 
karvers.org by clicking the Current 
Newsletter tab. Newsletters from 
other clubs that are sent to me are 
available for viewing at meetings; 
they are located at the Show & Tell 
table.  
 
This is your newsletter so feel free to 
submit articles for publication to 
inform or educate your fellow 
members. Contact me by email 
kettlekarvers.editor@gmail.com with 
articles or photos to be included 
either in the newsletter or our web-
site. Address mail to 1121 Bluebird 
Road, Howards Grove, WI 53083. 


